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MIDDLEWICH  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Health  Report  for  1 948 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Middlewich  Urban 
District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  the  following  statement  of  essential 
matters  affecting  the  Public  Health  of  the  Town  during 
the  year  1948. 

Section  A — Statistics  and  Social 
Conditions  of  the  Area 

Area  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,956  acres 

Population — -Registrar-General’s  latest 

estimate  of  population  ...  ...  ...  6,576 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1948)  1,876 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  £27,967 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  £111 


The  following  extracts  from  vital  statistics  of  the 
year  relate  to  net  births  and  deaths  after  correction  for 
inward  and  outward  transfers  by  the  Registrar-General: 


Live  Births : — 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate  ... 

122 

62 

60 

Illegitimate  ... 

4 

1 

3 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000 

of  the 

estimated 

resident 

population,  19.6. 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Still  Births : — 

Legitimate  ... 

4 

4 

♦ 

Illegitimate  ... 

- — 

— 

— 

Rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births,  30.76. 
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Total  Male  Female 

Deaths  ...  ...  ...  60  36  24 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 
population,  9.12. 

Deaths  from  peurperal  causes  (Headings  29  and  30 
of  the  Registrar-General’s!  Short  List) 

Deaths 

Rate  per  1,000 
total  (live  and 
still)  births 

No.  29  Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  ...  —  — 

No.  30  Other  Puerperal  causes...  — 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age : — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births .  23.81 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live 

births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24.59 

Illegitimate  infants  for  1,000  illegitimate  live 
births  ...  ...'  ...  ...  ...  - — - 

Deaths  from : 

Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  — 

Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age)  ... 


The  following  table  compares  the  main  statistics  for 
1948  with  the  years  1939-47 : — 


Population 

Birth 

Rate 

Death 

Rate 

Infants 

Death 

Rate 

No.  Of 
Deaths 
from 
Cancer 

No.  of 
Deaths 
from 
Tuber¬ 
culosis 

1939 

...  6,202 

14.67 

12.24 

54.9 

5 

3 

1940 

...  6,199 

13.87 

13.84 

58.13 

12 

— 

1941 

...  6,435 

18.18 

10.72 

58.82 

10 

1 

1942 

...  6,254 

20.94 

10.71 

53.43 

7 

4 

1943 

...  6,097 

20:82 

10.82 

23.62 

9 

1 

1944 

...  6,020 

21.59 

12.62 

38.46 

12 

6 

1945 

...  5,926 

21.26 

11.47 

55.55 

11 

2 

1946 

...  6,206,. 

21.10 

9.82 

22.90 

8 

2 

1947 

...  6,372 

27.46 

11.45 

40.00 

11 

O 

O 

1948 

...  6,576 

19.6 

9.12 

23.81 

10 

1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1948 
(Taken  from  Registrar-General’s  Tables). 


Male  Female  Total 


Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid...  ...  — 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  ...  ...  — 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  — 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  1 
Other  Tubercular  Diseases  ...  — 

Syphilitic  Diseases  ...  ...  — 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Ac.  polio-myel.  and  Polio-enceph.  — 
Ac.  inf.  enceph.  ...  ...  ...  — 

Cancer  of  b.  cav.  and  oesoph  (M.), 
uterus  (F.)  ...  ...  ...  — 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  — 
Cancer  of  Breast  ...  ...  ...  — 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  ...  ...  4 

Diabetes  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Intra-cran,  vase,  lesions  ...  ...  6 

Heart  Diseases  ...  .  12 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  ...  1 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  1 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  ...  — 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum...  — 
Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  ...  — 

Appendicitis 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  ... 

Nephritis  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Puerperal  and  Post-Abort.  Sepsis  * — 
Other  Puerperal  Causes  ... 

Premature  Birth  ...  ...  ...  — - 

Congenital  Debility  and  Malforma¬ 
tions  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Shicide  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Road  Traffic  Accidents  ...  ...  — 

Other  Violent  Causes 
All  other  causes  ...  ... —  ...  3 


1 


1 


2 

4 

3 

8 

1 


2 

8 

1 

9 

20 

1 

4 

1 


1  1 


1 


1 

3 


4 

1 

6 


Totals .  36  24  60 
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Section  B — General  Provision  of 
Health  Services  for  the  Area 


(A)  PROVIDED  BY  THE  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
(1)  Staff 


W.  S.  Slater,  M.B., 
Ch.B.,  M.R.C.S., 
L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

Medical 

Officer  of 
Health 

(Services  shared  with 
the  other  3  Mid- 
Cheshire  Districts  and 
since  July  5th  with  the 
County  Council  as 
Divisional  M.O.  and 
Regional  Hospital 
Board  as  Medical  Sup. 
of  Davenham  Fever 
Hospital). 

Sister  I.  D. 

Rogerson 

Trained 

Nurse 
(Scabies  & 
Diphtheria 
Immunisa¬ 
tion). 

(Services  shared  with 
the  other  3  Mid- 
Cheshire  Districts  and 
since  July  5th  with  the 
County  Council). 

Clerical  Staff 

1  person 
(whole-time) 

(Services  shared  with 
the  other  3  Mid- 
Cheshire  Districts). 

F.  Costello,  A.R. 
San.  I.,  C  e  r  t. 

S.I.B.,  Cert.  Insp. 
of  Meat  and  other 
Foods. 

Whole-time 

Sanitary 

Inspector 

(Appointed 

November, 

1948— in 

succession 

to  Mr.  R.  L. 

Price 

(retired). 

( Middle  wich  Urban 
District  Council  only). 

(2)  Laboratory  Facilities 

The  old  arrangements  made  with  the  Manchester 
Public  Health  Laboratory  and  with  the  County  Analyst 
proved  adequate  during  the  early  part  of  the  year  for 
the  examination  of  water,  milk  and  ice-cream  supplies  and 
pathological  specimens  of  all  descriptions.  After  5th  July 
these  Services  became  “free”  to  the  Council  under  the 
new  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service. 


4 


(3)  Ambulance  Facilities 

24  Ivliddiewich  patients  were  removed  by  the  North- 
wich  Urban  Ambulance  Service  up  to  the  4th  July.  The 
Ambulance  Service  was  then  transferred  to  the  County 
Council  under  the  day-to-day  management  of  a  local 
Divisional  Health  Committee.  Under  this  new  Committee 
the  Public  Ambulances  of  the  district — 6  vehicles  in  all — 
were  “pooled”  and  formed  the  nucleus  of  a  County  Service 
covering  an  area  of  some  100  sq.  miles  of  Mid-Cheshire. 

(4)  Davenham  Isolation  Hospital 

The  Davenham  Isolation  Hospital,  Nr.  Northwich, 
served  adequately  the  needs  of  the  District  Council  and 
admitted  19  Middlewich  Urban  patients  during  1948. 

Since  the  5th  July  this  Hospital  has  become  the 
responsibility  of  the  North  and  Mid-Cheshire  Hospital 
Management  Committee  working  under  the  Manchester 
Regional  Hospital  Board. 

(5)  Details  of  the  other  Health  Services,  e.g.  Sanitary 
and  Housing  Inspections,  Food  Examinations,  etc.,  etc., 
provided  by  the  Middlewich  Urban  Council  are  recorded 
later  in  this  report. 

(B)  PROVIDED  BY  THE  COUNTY  COUNCIL 

The  Cheshire  County  Council  have  Officers  dis¬ 
charging  duties  in  the  Urban  Area  under  the  following 
Services School  Medical,  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare, 
Vaccination,  Tuberculosis,  School  Dental,  Health  Visiting, 
Domestic  Help,  Care  and  After  Care,  Weights  and 
Measures  Inspector,  Specialist  Services,  e.g.  Orthopaedic, 
Ophthalmic,  Venereal  Diseases,  etc.  In  addition  the 
County  have  assumed  responsibility  for  the  Ambulance 
Services,  Dihphtheria  Immunisation,  etc.  since  the  5th 
July.  County  Maternity  Services  were  provided  in  neigh¬ 
bouring  Hospitals,  e.g.  West  Park,  Clatterbridge,  Chester 
City  Hospital  and  County  Maternity  Homes.  These  insti¬ 
tutions  after  the  5th  July  passed  out  of  the  control  of 
the  County  Council  to  the  Regional  Hospital  Boards. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  main  charges  in 
the  local  Health  Services  which  occurred  during  1948  as 
the  outcome  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act:- 

The  District  Council,  after  the  5th  July,  were  no 
longer  responsible  for: — 


(a)  Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

(b)  Ambulance  Services. 

(c)  The  provision  of  hospital  accommodation  for 
Infectious  Diseases. 

(d)  The  provision  of  Diphtheria  Antitoxin. 

(e)  The  cost  of  certain  Laboratory  facilities,  etc. 
After  the  5th  July  the  following  changes  took 
place — 

Pathological  specimens,  e.g.  Swabs,  Faeces, 
Urine,  Blood,  Cerebro  Spinal  Fluid,  Exudates 
and  specimens  of  food,  milk,  water,  ice-cream, 
etc.  for  bacteriological  examination,  to  be  sent 
to  the  new  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Monsall 
Hospital,  Newton  Heath,  Manchester,  10  (Tel. 
No.  Collyhurst  2733). 

Vaccine  Lymph  and  Diphtheria  Prophylactics 
also  to  be  obtained  from  this  Laboratory. 

Specimens  for  examination  for  tubercle  bacilli  to 
be  sent  to  Altrincham  General  Hospital. 

Specimens  for  diagnosis  of  Venereal  Disease  to 
be  examined  at  the  York  Place  Laboratory, 
Manchester. 

Reference  has  been  made  above  to  the  newly-formed 
local  Divisional  Health  Committee ;  this  body,  which  acts 
under  the  auspices  of  the  County  Council,  is  constituted 
as  follows: — 

18  County  District  Representatives  from  the  four 
Mid-Cheshire  District  Councils. 

7  County  Council  Representatives. 

8  Co-opted  Members. 

The  “personal”  Health  Services  which  locally  this 
Committee  has,  since  the  5th  July,  1948,  undertaken  cer¬ 
tain  responsibilities  delegated  to  them  by  the  County 
Council,  are  set  out  below: — 

(1)  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children  Service  (N.H.S. 
Act,  1946,  Section  22). 

(2)  Midwifery,  Health  Visiting  and  Home  Nursing 
Services  (N.H.S.  Act,  1946,  Section  23,  24  &  25). 

(3)  Vaccination  and  Immunisation  Services  (N.H.S.  Act, 
1946,  Section  26). 
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(4)  Ambulance  and  Transport  Service  (N.H.S.  Act,  1946, 
Section  27 ) . 

(5)  Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  &  After  Care  Services 
(N.H.S.  Act,  1946,  Section  28). 

(6)  Domestic  Help  Services  (N.H.S.  Act,  1946,  Section  29) 

(7)  Health  Education  and  Mental  Health  Services. 

Section  C—  Sanitary  Circumstances 

of  the  Area 

Water  Supply 

The  Town’s  Public  Water  Supply  has  been  maintained 
during  the  year  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

During  the  year  4  samples  were  submitted  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  by  the  Council’s  Staff  for 
Bacteriological  Examination.  2  were  reported  upon 
satisfactorily  and  2  as  needing  observation. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  copies  of  12  reports  on  the 
Town’s  Supply  have  been  furnished  to  me  by  the  Engineer 
and  Manager  of  the  Mid  and  South-East  Cheshire  Water 
Board.  All  were  satisfactory. 

As  to  the  availability  of  the  supply  all  but  four  of 
the  1,876  houses  are  supplied  by  the  Water  Board’s  own 
public  supply.  There  are  no  standpipes  in  the  area. 
Drainage,  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

There  were  no  extensions  to  sewers,  neither  were 
there  any  major  alterations. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  Council  considered  having 
plans  prepared  for  new  sewage  works  and  a  sewerage 
system  for  the  whole  of  the  district.  A  new  site  for  the 
works  is  being  considered  as  the  existing  works  have 
subsided  considerably. 

Closet  Accommodation 

No  conversions  to  the  water  carriage  system  were 
carried  out  during  1948  and  the  number  of  houses  still  on 
pails  in  the  Urban  Area  totals  60.  In  addition  there  are 
6  privies  which  were  maintained  without  complaints. 

Public  Cleansing 

The  clearance  and  disposal  of  house  refuse  has  been 
carried  out  satisfactorily  during  the  year.  During  the 
year  an  estimated  amount  of  2,475  tons  of  refuse  was 
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collected  and  disposed  of.  Also  disposed  of  at  the  Council’s 
tip  was  1,556  tons  of  Trade  Refuse  for  which  a  charge  of 
£38  18s.  Od.  was  made. 

A  total  of  £452  4s.  Od.  was  received  from  the  sales 
of  salvage  of  which  £108  17s.  6d.  was  profit. 

Schools 

The  number  of  Schools  in  the  Urban  Area  is  as 

follows : — 

1  Private  (Kindergarten)  School. 

1  Modern  Secondary  School. 

1  C.  of  E.  Infants’  School. 

1  R.C.  School. 

1  County  Primary  School. 

All  Schools  are  well  provided  with  adequate  sanitary 
arrangements,  wash-bowls  and  other  facilities. 

Common  Lodging  Houses,  Camping  Sites,  Swimming  Baths 

There  are  none  of  these  in  the  Mdidlewich  Urban 
Area. 

Destruction  of  Rats  and  Mice 

Up  to  the  end  of  August  the  Council  had  the  services 
of  a  part-time  rodent  operative.  From  August  this 
operative  was  engaged  full-time  with  the  Council. 

Visits  have  been  made  to  various  premises,  including 
works,  shops,  bakehouses,  waterways,  tips,  etc.,  for  the 
baiting  and  poisoning  of  rats;  as  a  result  288  dead  rats 
and  165  mice  were  found,  but  these  figures  are  no  real 
indication  of  the  resultant  extermination. 

FACTORIES  INSPECTION 


Premises. 

Number  of 

No.  on 

Inspec- 

Written  Occupiers 

Register 

tions 

Notices  prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 

Sec.  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to 

to  be  enforced  by  local 
Authorities  . 

(ii)  Factories  not  incl. 

in  (i)  in  which  Sec.  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  . 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Sec.  7  is  enforced 

34 

24 

1  — 

by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers’ 

premises)  . 

_ 

_ 

-  - 

TOTAL  . 

34 

24 

1  — 
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Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


No. 

of  cases  in 

which  defects 

were  found 

CD  O 

Referred 

P. 

O  rr)  XJ 

S.s 

L _ i 

§  o 

£  ”  <0 
9-H  .r,  O 

Particulars. 

Pound 

Reme¬ 

died 

O  S' 

M 

Qj 

CQ  a 

M 

No.  0 

in  wh 

secuti 

were 

institi 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  . 

Unreasonable  Temperature 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(S.3)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  Ventilation 

(S.4)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—— 

floors  (S.6)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(S.7)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(a)  insufficient  . 

(b>  unsuitable  or  defec- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

tive  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes 
Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offences 

1 

1 

1 

relating  to  Outwork) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  . 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Section  D — Housing 

The  houses  of  the  District  were  adequately  inspected 
during  the  course  of  the  year  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector, 
and  such  urgent  repairs  as  were  found  to  be  necessary 
were  carried  out. 

In  addition,  representations  under  Section  11  were 
submitted  to  the  Council  in  respect  of  8  houses  in  Pepper 
Street  and  the  tenants  were  re-housed  by  the  Council. 
Also  representations  were  submitted  to  the  Council  in 
respect  of  11,  Whitehorse  Alley  and  3  houses  in  Newton 
Bank — these  houses  were  under  consideration  at  the  end 
of  the  year. 

Provision  of  New  Houses 

The  progress  made  in  the  Council’s  Housing 
Programme  during  the  year  1948  reads  as  follows: — 

By  Local  Authority  ...  ...  42 

By  Private  Enterprise  ...  ...  7 


Total  ...  ...  49 
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New  Sites 

New  King  S'treet,  Manor  Park  and  Warmingham  Lane 
have  been  selected  for  the  new  sites. 


Section  E— Inspection  and 
Supervision  of  Food 


(a)  Milk  Supply 

During  the  year  20  samples  of  milk  were  submitted 
to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  with  the  following 
results : — 

Satis.  Part  satis.  Wholly 

unsatis. 

(1 )  Graded  Milks  for  compliance 
with  prescribed  standards  :  — 

Pasteurised  Milk...  ...  2  3  — 

T.T.  Pasteurised  Milk  ...  4 

Tuberculin-Tested  Milk  ...  7  1  — 


(2)  Cleanliness  tests  of 

Ungraded  Milks  ...  ...  2  1 


The  two  satisfactory  Pasteurised  samples  recorded 
above,  were  taken  from  the  school  milk  supplies. 


In  addition,  17  satisfactory  County  Council  reports 
were  received  on  pasteurised  milk  being  produced  in  the 
Town. 


Wholesale  producers  of  milk  in  the  area  during  1948 
were  :• — 

Accredited  Producers  ...  ...  3 

Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 


Total  ...  ...  9 


There  are  2  registered  producer-retailers  and  4 
retailers  only  in  the  Area. 

All  dairies  have  been  kept  under  supervision  and 
found  to  be  in  a  fair  state  of  cleanliness.  All  have  a 
satilsfactory  supply  of  the  Town’s  water  laid  on. 
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(b)  Meat 


One  licensed  slaughterhouse  working  for  “casualties” 
and  two  other  slaughterhouses  licensed  for  the  slaughter 
of  pigs  under  licence  have  been  maintained  in  a  clean 
state  and  kept  free  of  nuisance. 

(c)  Oilier  Foods  and  Ice-Cream 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  other  foods  condemned 
as  unfit  for  human  consumption  during  the  course  of 
inspections  at  Food  Preparing  Premises  during  the  year : — 


204  tins  Beans 
170  tins  Peas 

4  tins  Corned  Beef 
50  lbs.  Sausages 

5  tins  Sausages 
18  tins  Veal  Loaf 

4  tins  Plums 
9  tins  Tomatoes 
60  tins  Soup 


5  tins  Marmalade 

2  tins  Spam 

43  tins  Pilchards 
5  tins  Salmon 

3  tins  Steak 
3  lbs.  Butter 
5  lbs.  Bacon 

100  lbs.  Peas 
85  Eggs 


The  inspection  and  registration,  where  called  for,  of 
premises  in  which  other  foods,  e.g.,  prepared  meats,  fried 
fish,  etc.,  are  prepared,  has  been  conscientiously  carried 
out  during  the  year. 

The  Health  Department  took  2  samples  of  Ice-Cream 
during  the  year  which  were  submitted  to  the  Laboratory 
and  both  were  reported  on  satisfactorily. 

In  addition,  the  following,  based  upon  a  statement  by 
the  County  Council  Weights  and  Measures  Inspectors,  is 
a  summary  of  the  samples  obtained  in  the  Middlewicli 
Urban  District  during  the  year  1948 : — 


Number 

No.  adulterated  or  not 
up  to  the  recognised 

Name  of  Sample 

Obtained 

standards  of  quality 

Borax  (Powdered) 

1 

— 

Fish  Pastes 

1 

Gravy  Browning 

1 

“Menthells”  ...  ...' 

1 

— 

Milk  (Fresh)  ... 

15 

Olive  Oil 

1 

Pepper  (White) 

1 

— 

Rum 

1 

Sage  (Dried)  ... 

1 

Sausage  (Beef) 

...  1  1 

(Deficient 
in  Meat 

Content  to 
the  extent 
of  24%- 
Seller  cau¬ 
tioned  by 
Chief 
Inspector^ 

Section  F  - 

Prevalence  of,  and 

control 

over,  Infectious  and  other  Diseases 


(1)  The  incidence  of  Infectious  Diseases  was  low,  as  may 
be  gathered  from  the  following  table : — 

Incidence  of  Infectious  Diseases  (other  than 
Tuberculosis),  during  the  year  1948. 


Diseases 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Gases 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Erysipelas 

2 

2 

— 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

Measles 

38 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

12 

12 

— 

3  Swabs  were  submitted  to  the  Laboratory  for 
examination  and  these  were  all  found  to  be  negative. 

(2)  Tuberculosis 

The  table  below  details  the  age  of  both  new  cases 
and  deaths  from  both  forms  of  Tuberculosis. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1948. 


Age  Period 

New  Cases 

Respiratory  Non- 

Respiratory 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

Deaths 

Respiratory  Non- 

Respiratory 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

Under  1  year 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  —  — 

1 —  5  years 

— 

—  —  — 

5 — 15  years 

— 

1  - 

— 

—  —  — 

15 — 25  years 

- — - 

1 

3 

— 

-  -  r-, - 

25 — 35  years 

— 

1 

-  -  - 

35 — 45  years 

1 

— 

-  -  - 

45 — 55  years 

— 

— 

— 

-  -  - 

55 — 65  years 

— 

— 

-  -  - 

65  and  upwards 

1 

-  -  - 

Totals 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

-  - .  - 

Number  of  patients  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  at  the 
end  of  the  years:— 

1939  1940  1941  1942  1943  1944  1945  1946  1947  1948 
39  42  46  50  60  58  48  48  43  46 

12  Sputum  specimens  were  examined  at  the  County 
Council’s  Laboratory  during  the  year,  all  of  which  were 
reported  on  as  negative. 

(3)  Diphtheria  Immunisation 

The  progress  made  in  the  Middlewich  Urban  Area 
under  the  Diphtheria  Immunisation  Scheme  up  to  the 


30th  June,  1948,  can  be 
figures : — 

gathered 

from 

the 

following 

Up  to 
30th 
June 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

Percentage  of 
children  treated 
between  0-4  yrs. 

% 

0/ 

/o 

% 

% 

% 

% 

% 

% 

of  age  inclusive 

Percentage  of 
children  treated 
between  5-14  yrs. 

23.5 

44.5 

62.4 

53.6 

52.2 

61.3 

56.6 

65.09 

of  age  inclusive 

78 

84.5 

83.7 

13 

82.1 

86.9 

86.8 

85.9 

87.42 

The  total  number  of  children  known  to  have  received 
protective  treatment  in  the  Middlewich  Urban  area  up  to 
30th  June,  1948,  was  1,770,  of  whom  294  children  have 
received  “booster”  injections. 

(4)  Scabies  and  Verminous  Infestation 

The  arrangements  made  in  1942  through  the  Joint 
M.O.H.  Committee  for  the  treatment  of  Scabies  and 
Pediculosis  patients  worked  very  satisfactory  during  1948. 

The  steady  reduction  in  the  incidence  of  Scabies 
since  1942  can  be  gathered  from  the  following: — - 

1942  1943  1944  1945  1946  1947  1948 
Cases  of  Scabies  153  104  37  25  12  11  1 

Cases  of 

Pediculosis  ...  6  —  1  —  1  — *  — 

Cases  of  Scabies 

and  Impetigo...  17  41  5  —  —  —  — 


Total  ...  176  145  43  25  13  11  1 


Number  of 
Households 

involved  ...  76  74  29  11  9  5  1 

(5)  Disinfection  of  Premises 

The  disinfection  of  21  homes  was  carried  out  during 
the  year  as  follows: — 

For  Vermin  (using  a  D.D.T.  preparation)  ...  3 

For  Tuberculosis  and  Infectious  Diseases 
(plus  steam  disinfection  or  destruction  of 
bedding)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

I  would  like  to  say  in  closing  this  report  how  much  I 
appreciate  the  help  I  have  received  from  the  Members  of 
the  Council  and  Officials  in  dealing  with  various  matters 
which  have  arisen  during  the  year. 

W.  S.  SLATER,  M.B.,  M.R.C.S.,  D.P.H., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


August,  1949. 


14 


* 


i'r-  •  >ri  "  .  ‘.r-.j'&LSy,  T  '/  /  ’’  /L  .> 


' »  '  -  . 

mJ  y 


;•  vr 

■ 

■  ■  ’•  V-  •  •  #4  \'v  i  - .  ’  » 


;  >.'■  MV 

t  -  h-  >■; 


,  i  '  •  '  M.  ■  */l 

. 


. 

■ 

>.  1  •  •  ■  '  1  ■  ’ .  ■  f  :  -i 


'$& 


.  '  :  yv  -."Vr'  T  ■  •?  .  SXfe 


K  V  >  •  : 


wisii  a.$ "mtWrnm 

■ 


